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Year 4 
We have travelled back in time to the 
Victorian times.  After finding out 
Queen Victoria liked sponge cake, we 
have been making and tasting differ-
ent recipes so that we can sell some 

of our cakes at the Christmas fair. During Literacy, we 
have enjoyed learning about Hetty Feather and what 
life was like in a foundling hospital.  We have created 
scenes from Hetty Feather with a computer program 
called Scratch. We have made Victorian toys such as 
dolls, games and Jack-in-a-boxes.  Science has been 
fun as we have made circuits to light up the foundling 
hospital for Hetty and her friends. We learnt Thomas 
Edison discovered electricity in the Victorian times. 
Some of us have even had some swimming lessons; the 
other half of Y4 will be going later in the year! 

Eli and Tori 

Forest School 
This half-term the Year 5 and Year 6 children have been planning their own sessions and reviewing them after-
wards. The activities that they have devised include Amazon Indian Weapon making, using fire to  cook marshmal-
lows and scrambled eggs, exploring Hangbank Woods, planting vegetables for next season, making bird feeders and 
bird baths. All in all a very creative start! 

Year 5/6 
This half term, our class have explored the Amazon 
Rainforest in South America. We have found out 
about the different plants and animals (flora and 
fauna) that live there and how they have adapted 
to suit the difficult tropical conditions.  
My favourite challenge was making a South Ameri-
can biome.  
We discovered that tribes still live there today. 
Some have not even made contact with the outside 
world. We found it fascinating that they can survive 
without a TV or mobile phone. Currently, we are 
exploring tribal body art and designing our own 
versions. Because the South American Aztecs in-
vented chocolate, we are developing our own choc-
olate tribal treats! Look out for news of our special 
Enrichment day! 
Maya    and Adelina 

   

Diary Dates 
2017 

October half term  
Last day of school Thursday 26th 
October  
Re-opens Monday 6th November  
Christmas Fayre 
5th December 3.20pm-4.30pm 
Clothing collection 
11th December 9am 
Christmas holiday 
Last day of school Friday 22nd 
December  
Re-opens 8th January 2018 
Y5/6 Residential  
31st January to 2nd February  
2018 

Sports 
We have enjoyed jumping back into our Physical Education with lots of 

exciting games, gymnastics, athletics and dance 
lessons happening at Bankwood. This term the 
dance company ‘Gemini’ will be working with chil-
dren in Y5/6 and the children in FS2 to develop 
their dance and performance skills.  
After half term the FS1 children use the balance 

bikes. These are a great start for children to develop their balance and 
coordination, before moving onto larger pedal bikes. 
A ‘change4life’ club will be happening after school next half-term. Y2 chil-
dren will get to try out a range of different sports and think about how 
they can be healthy and active throughout the day. We also have our sec-
ond ‘Let’s get cooking’ club available for the KS2 children to make healthy 
meals from fresh ingredients.   
In our competition schedule: the Y6 boys will be taking part in the Springs 
Academy football tournament next month… watch this space! 
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FS0 

We have enjoyed  going on a journey this half 
term!  We have made a great big red bus to go 
with our song ‘The wheels on the Bus’. All the 
children have joined in the actions and words.  
Some parents have helped their children make 
models of vehicles at home to bring into nursery 
to add to our enrichment display.  

FS1 

In our transport topic this term 
we have had great fun getting messy making 
paper mache hot air balloons, drawing different 
transport and using large construction materials 
to build vehicles. The children are also interested 
in Autumn. Children and families have been help-
ing to collect leaves, twigs, acorns conkers and fir 
cones for our Autumn ‘interest table’.  

FS2 
We’ve been ‘Holding on Tight’ to our space topic in FS2, 
with the launch of our own paper rockets. We watched a 
real rocket launch and we now know the different parts 
of a rocket. We have shared our class story ‘Whatever 
Next’ and even had a visit from one of the characters- 
Baby Bear! He told us what it was like on the moon, and 
we made a list of what we would take with us on a space 
adventure. 
We have enjoyed our first P.E. sessions at Bankwood, 
where we have been developing our rolling, throwing, 
catching, bouncing and balancing skills, through games. 
We have also enjoyed sessions with Pip and the Gemini 
dance company every Friday. 

Year 1 
 
This half term we have been reading the book ‘You can’t take an Elephant on a Bus’ by Patri-
cia Cleveland-Peck. The children have enjoyed the book’s humour, thinking about animals like, 
a giraffe, travelling on an aeroplane.  
In art we did colour mixing to create a colour wheel and then used these skills to paint the 
different animals and modes of transport.  
 
We then looked at the history of transport and how vehicles have changed over time.  
We have enjoyed learning a song about a tractor which we will be performing in an assembly.   

Year 2/3 

 
 
We have been learning about the Wind in the Willows.  In enrichment we have been 
making batik rivers and painting rivers.  Also we have been looking at Shadufs and making some in 

groups.  In geography we have been locating countries and continents.  We have also been doing animation with 
origami boats. 
 
Lily Mae and Alicia Y3 


