
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Bankwood Primary School Christmas Newsletter 2020 

FSO  We have been learning all about ourselves, families and homes, and what makes us similar and different from 
others. Our key text has been ‘Owl Babies’ by Martin Waddell. We did a large-scale craft project to make the     
characters from the story- Sarah, Percy and Bill! We have welcomed lots of new starters into our nursery this half 
term, they have settled in well and are beginning to form friendships. 

FS1 Are blasting into outer space! We are using our key text ‘Whatever Next’ by Jill Murphy to explore space trav-
el and the Universe. We have transformed our classroom into Space using some of the things that we have   creat-
ed in the arts and crafts area. We have also been using large scale construction to create our own rockets to play 
imaginatively.   We were really interested in watching a real rocket launch! 
 
FS2 .The children have been learning about the world with themselves at the centre. We have made beautiful self-
portraits and got to know our class through Circle Times and play. We have talked a lot about the similarities and 
differences between us all and how they should be celebrated. We have read The Colour Monster as one of our key 
texts where we learned about different emotions which are reflected in different coloured monsters.  

Our second enquiry was “Why do we have fireworks?” where we explored different reasons people celebrate around 
the world. We looked at many different festivals and special days that fell over November and December. We learnt 
about Bonfire Night, Diwali, Remembrance Day and Christmas and learned the word “respect”. We then explored 
what we see in the dark – nocturnal animals and    nat-

Y1  Year One have settled in beautifully to their new 

year group. Every day they work really hard, follow 
all the new rules and continue to be great friends. 

They have become whale experts – learning lots of 
facts, writing about them, sketching and even making 
a blue whale in D & T. 

We are now finding out what it would be like to live 
on a remote Scottish island. How would we get to 
school? Where does our 
food come from? 

 

 

 

 

Y2 began the year reading traditional fairy tales. We read 

the story of Hansel and Gretel. We went on a walk 
through the dark woods and imagined what it would be 
like to be Hansel and Gretel alone in the forest.  We     
recreated the scene of Gretel pushing the witch into the 
oven.  More recently, we have begun learning about the 
history of castles, thinking about where and why they were 
built. Our writing this half term, will be based around   
finding a missing dragon which is lurking around school, 
eating all of Mr Hawxwell’s vegetables! What a naughty 

dragon it is!  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Y3 This term, Year 3 began by studying light and shadows in the sunshine. We looked at 

how shadows are formed, how they change throughout the day and looked at different 
materials to find out which was the best material to make Peter Pan a new shadow from. 

We are also beginning to take a look into the past and what life was like in Britain during 
the Stone Age. We have been fascinated to find out how long ago the Stone Age actually 
was. To help us understand what life was like we are studying rocks and the different 
properties they have and also learning the skill of weaving and how the Stone Age people 
would have used this to make many useful objects.  

Y4   In year 4, we have had a central theme of water which has been driving our topic enquiry. We started 
off by looking how water was first transported with a fascinating unit on the Shang Dynasty in China and how 
they were the first civilisation to use irrigation. The children created wonderful poetry and descriptions based on 
The Willow Pattern Story which is set in a Chinese garden, followed by making their own ceramic versions of 
the Willow Pattern plate.  We then moved onto looking at the first ever novel: the adventures of Robinson   
Crusoe, and how he was stranded on a desert island. To start with, the children wrote a news report about 
when his boat crashed, then the classes made their own maps and how to plot the coordinates. We have     
finished off the term by rewriting part of the narrative of Robinson Crusoe. 

Y5  have entered the snowy climates of Scandinavia and followed the fast-flowing fjords to 
learn about all things Viking. We have discovered why they had to leave their harsh homelands 
in search of pleasanter climes and more fruitful farmland. We created the Taiga Biome in a box 

to aid our persuasive writing and sculpted our own secondary artefacts us-
ing primary sources. We have discussed their bloody past and whether we 
can really trust the evidence – were they really as bad as Alcuin’s letters 
described?        

Y6 have begun exploring the enquiry question ‘Why is Sheffield known as the Steel City?’ We have explored the 

geography of Sheffield by using a range of different maps. From studying these maps, we have learnt that Sheffield 
is surrounded by rivers and has a range of natural resources which can all be used to create power for factories and 
industries in Sheffield. Before and during World War Two, Sheffield used water wheels on its five rivers to create 
power to fuel steel factories. These helped to create planes, weapons and ships for Britain in World War Two. To 
see how water wheels use gravity and the weight of water to create power, we constructed our own functioning  
water wheels in the Year 6 classroom. After understanding Sheffield’s role in World War Two, we also looked at the     
impact of the Blitz on Sheffield and why it was targeted during air raids. 

In English, we have looked at a range of different genres all based around World War Two. This has 
included     The Diary of Anne Frank’ and ‘An Eagle in the Snow’ by Michael Morpurgo. Year 6 have 
also produced some detailed 1940’s Air Raid Precaution leaflets 
explaining how to keep safe during an air 
raid. They used their own extensive re-
search and facts they have learnt from the book  

Important dates  

Last day of school 

Friday 18th December 2020 

School re-opens 

Monday 4th Jan 2021 


