
 
 
 
 
 

Governor Pen Portraits 
Wendy Edwards, Executive Headteacher 
I am very excited to be leading the federation between Bankwood Community Primary 
School and Carfield Primary School. Both schools work together to provide a rich and 
exciting curriculum for our children. Staff benefit from sharing expertise across the two sites. 
 
I have a Bachelor of Education in teaching, a Master’s degree in Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities (SEND) and over twenty years’ experience in school leadership. As a lifelong 
learner I enjoy keeping updated with current practice in order to meet the requirements of 
the curriculum and changes in OFSTED inspections. I am also the proud mother of three 
grown up boys and in my spare time love to read, listen to music and visit the theatre. 
Walking in green spaces is also a favourite and allows me the mental space to work 
strategically and creatively across the two schools. 
 
Currently, I am executive Headteacher of Bankwood Community Primary School and 
Carfield Primary School and a local leader. As local leader I have the opportunity to support 
locality schools with peer, pupil premium and SEND reviews. Also, working with the locality, 
we can support new initiatives into the schools and provide opportunities to access funding 
pots and/or training. I lead the EYFS across our locality, and sit on the steering group. I 
continue to drive the curriculum to ensure that it motivates children and inspires young 
minds to have high aspirations.  
 
 
Peter Dickson, Chair of Governors 
I am a very experienced school governor, a Local Leader of Governance, and I have a 
breadth of experience of many governance issues. I am also Chair of Governors at a 
Sheffield Secondary School. 
 
My particular areas of expertise are in child protection procedures, behaviour, inclusion, 
SEN, attendance and a wide range of difficult pupil issues. I am passionate about education 
and about developing the life chances and opportunities for all children and young people. I 
have a Doctorate in Education and away from work and school I am keen to keep abreast 
of educational research and a wide range of educational issues. 
 
 
Heather Green, Vice Chair 
I taught in primary schools in Sheffield for most of my working life. In retirement I was until 
recently. a governor at three primary schools in Sheffield. Responsibilities have included 
performance management of the Head teacher, pay awards to staff, Safeguarding, Health 
and Safety and curriculum monitoring. This has allowed me to continue my lifelong interest 
in Education. I would like to use my experience to support and challenge the Headteacher 
and school to help raise achievement and involve the community in order to raise standards 
and expectations. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Marion Billingham 
I work for the Blatchford Group where I am a Senior HR Business Partner for its Clinical 
Services Division, dealing with all aspects of HR including strategy, organisation 
development, employment relations and employee engagement.  My role at Bankwood is my 
first as a Governor, and I am keen to learn and become more involved in the school and its 
workings.  My experience and expertise lend themselves to involvement in HR and GDPR 
issues.  I am passionate about education and about increasing awareness and experience for 
children and young adults to ensure that they maximise their opportunities for development 
and future career options. To further assist with this, I am also an Enterprise Advisor and 
mentor at Aston Academy. 
 
 
Rod Green 
After a working life in industry and business, retirement has given me the opportunity to 
volunteer in Sheffield schools. This has involved school visits, residentials, concerts and 
helping in the classroom. I have also been involved in running a youth club and luncheon 
club. I would like to use my experience and skills to enable and maintain the already high 
standards at Bankwood School. 
 
 
Bashir Khan 
I work for Sheffield City Council as the Equality Lead for Children and I am also one of the 
Race Equality Commission Support Team. I have worked in local government since 1998, 
and have been able to develop a range of skills which I apply as a governor: policy 
development, monitoring and review, coaching and mentoring managers and staff, 
complaints and investigations, and media and communications. Outside of work I am 
interested in keeping fit, railways and railway blogging, photography and reading.  

 

Heather John 
I have been on the Senior Leadership Team at Bankwood for over 10 years, and am 
currently the Deputy Headteacher. I am passionate about providing the children at 
Bankwood with a Quality First Education and strive every day to fulfil our school values and 
vision.  I was born and bred in Sheffield and spent my school years in Sheffield schools. I 
pursued a career in teaching after leaving school and have a Bachelors of Arts degree in 
Primary Education and a Masters degree in Early Years Education. I was fortunate to be 
able to start my teaching career in Inner City London, where the fast pace and challenging 
context gave me an invaluable induction to the challenges and rewards of the profession.    
In my spare time, I enjoy spending time with my family. I have two young daughters who 
keep me very busy and entertained with baking, crafts and lots of fun family days out.      
 
 
James Thompson 
At Bankwood Community Primary School I am the Assistant Headteacher responsible for the 
Core Curriculum and the lower phase (FS2 – Y3). I enjoy keeping up to date with the latest 



 
 
 
 
 

research and working collaboratively with staff to implement best practice. I completed my 
NPQSL leading on a project to improve spelling; the course helped me develop the necessary 
leadership and management skills needed in my role. In my spare time, I am active in the 
Scouting movement and enjoy getting out and about in the countryside. When not walking 
around the Peak District, I enjoy flying over the top of it in my paraglider.  
 
 
Ben Turner 
Originally from the East Riding of Yorkshire, I’ve been teaching in Sheffield for 4 years, with 
previous experiences in Hull and the surrounding areas. My core responsibility at Bankwood, 
as an Assistant Headteacher, are for the Wider Curriculum and for Years 4 to 6.  I am a 
firm believer in all children being able to reach their full potential whilst taking pride in all 
that they achieve and the individuals they become. More recently, I have completed my 
Masters in Educational Leadership and Management and love bringing theory into practice. 
My dissertation and focus for the Masters degree was on middle leadership and developing 
professional communities of practice across schools. Outside of school life, I enjoy spending 
my days with my family, taking photographs and keeping active by playing football or 
walking the whippet in the Peak District.  


