
- 1 - 

 

 
 

Bankwood Community Primary School Geography Policy 
 
Geography is the study of people, places and environments throughout the world. It 
develops an understanding of the human and natural world, maps, and a range of 
investigative and problem solving skills. Through geographical enquiry children can 
learn to evaluate the world around them. The study of geography enables children to 
understand local, national and international issues by studying the socio-economic 
and geographical aspects of various contrasting localities. It offers children the 
opportunity to engage in field work activities and to consider how their own actions 
may have an impact on the world. 
 
Learning in Geography offers opportunities to: 
 

• Stimulate pupils’ interest in their own surroundings and other localities, both 
in the United Kingdom and the rest of the world. 

 
• Give pupils the opportunities to make observations and to form opinions 

about their immediate environment and other localities. 
 

• Understand how physical features such as climate, rivers, and volcanoes 
affect the lifestyles of different peoples throughout the world.  

 
• Develop an understanding of the relationship between people and the 

environment and how people’s actions affect the quality of the environment.  
 

• Develop an awareness and appreciation of cultural and economic diversity. 
 

• Acquire and develop skills necessary for making geographical enquiries. 
 
Teaching and learning strategies 
 
At KS1 and KS2 geography is taught thematically in line with the whole school 
enrichment curriculum. Objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and also 
include Bankwood’s agreed key skills progression grid. Teachers within the same year 
group/ phase plan together wherever appropriate to ensure sharing of best practice. 
 
Geography is taught through morning reading sessions and within the enrichment 
afternoon sessions. A geography subject will be looked at for five consecutive reading 
sessions. Then opportunity is given, for this learning to be used and responded to 
through creative projects within afternoon enrichment sessions. Careful long and mid-
term planning ensures that the humanities subjects are covered appropriately within 
overall thematic schemes of work.  
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This approach to learning allows the children to develop depth of understanding and 
gives ample opportunity for them to be creative and make interpretations based on 
their geographical learning. We know our children learn best when they can apply 
knowledge and skills in a way that is fun, and personally relevant to them.   
 
We use the national scheme of work for Geography as the basis for our 
curriculum planning. We have adapted the national scheme to the local 
circumstances of our school, i.e. we make use of the local environment in 
our fieldwork and we also choose a locality where the human activities 
and physical features provide a contrast to those that predominate in our 
own immediate area.  
 
We plan the topics in Geography so that they build upon prior learning. 
Children of all abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills and 
knowledge in each unit and, through planned progression built into the 
scheme of work, we offer them an increasing challenge as they move up 
the school. 
 
Foundation Stage 
 
We teach geography in Foundation Stage as an integral part of the topic work 
covered during the year taken from the Early Learning Goals.  
 
Geography within Key Stage 1 
 
We seek to enable children to develop knowledge about the world, the United 
Kingdom and their locality. We enable them to use subject-specific vocabulary 
relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, 
including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 
 
We enable children to understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, 
and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country. 
 
We enable children to identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South Poles. 
 
We make links within maths in enabling children to use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language, to use and 
create maps.  
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We do simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their 
school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 
environment. 
 
Geography within Key Stage 2 
We seek to enable children to extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the 
local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. We 
develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance 
their locational and place knowledge. 
 

We enable them to locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities. 
We enable them to name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 
 
We make links in maths as they identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, use the eight points of a compass, use grid references, map symbols and 
keys.  
 
We enable children to understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 
region in a European country, and a region within North or South America. 
 
We enable them to describe and understand key aspects of physical geography and 
human geography. 
 
We continue to use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human 
and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 
 
 
Assessment and Recording 

We assess the children’s work in geography by making informal judgments as we 
observe the children during lessons. Formal assessment is made using the Key Skill  
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progression grids termly giving a whole school picture. Teacher assessment forms an 
integral part of teaching and learning, offering a picture of the children’s 
achievements and supporting planning for future work.  It is done by observation, 
discussion and examining outcomes, and will be informally recorded to suit the 
teacher’s needs.  We report each year to parents/ carers on the targets that their 
child has achieved in geography and the units of work that have been covered. In 
addition we meet parents at two parents’ evenings where they are informed about 
their child’s progress in all curriculum areas. Through our year group and curriculum 
newsletters we keep parents / carers informed about what aspects of the curriculum 
we are covering and how they can develop their child’s interest in the subject.  

Monitoring and review 

The Geography Subject Leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of the 
children’s work and the quality of teaching in geography. The geography subject 
leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of geography, for 
being informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a 
strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The subject leader gives the 
Headteacher an annual action plan in which s/he evaluates the strengths and 
weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further improvement and how the 
impact of their work is shown.  

 
 


