
Progression of Skills in History 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Chronological 
Understanding  

To sequence 
objects or 
artefacts in age 
order.  
 
To order 
personal events 
on a timeline.  
 
To recognise the 
distinction 
between present 
and past in their 
own and other 
people's lives. 
 
Past, Then  
Present, Now 
Future, Before 

To sequence objects, 
events beyond living 
memory e.g. how 
technology has 
changed over time. 
 
To recognise the 
distinction between 
present and past in 
their own and other 
people's lives. 
 

To order the 
events of history 
with the given 
dates.  
 
To understand 
more complex 
historical terms 
linked the 
measurement of 
time.  
 
To understand that 
time is divided into 
different periods. 
 
Recognise 
similarities and 
difference within 
these different 
periods.  
  
C.E, B.C.E 
A.D, B.C 
Century 
Decade 

To create 
specific, closed 
timelines within a 
set period of 
time.  
 
To create a 
scaled-timeline 
that includes 
dates of a 
specific series of 
events. 
 
To use historical 
terms related to 
the period of 
time being 
studied and to 
date events.  
 
C.E, B.C.E 
A.D, B.C 
Century 
Decade 
 

To place periods 
of time, that 
have been 
studied, onto a 
timeline.  
 
To understand 
that periods of 
time overlap.  
 
To use relevant 
historical terms 
to create a great 
historical 
narrative.  
 
Empire  
Civilisation 
 

To draw their 
own timeline with 
two time periods 
– both world and 
British history.  
 
To compare 
changes within 
and across 
different periods 
of time.  
 
To use relevant 
dates and terms 
to create a 
coherent 
narrative of time. 
 
 



 
 

 

Knowledge and 
understanding 
of events, 
people and 
changes in the 
past 

Knowledge of 
aspects of 
living memory 
e.g what kind 
of toys did your 
parent and 
grandparents 
use. 
 
Whole School, 
Summer 2 – 
Local History 
Study 

Knowledge of a 
significant national 
or 
global event. 
E.g. the first flight of 
man, first 
automobile.  
 
Knowledge of a 
significant individual 
from the past who 
has contributed to 
national/international 
achievements e.g Neil 
Armstrong/Tim 
Peake. 
 
 
Whole School, 
Summer 2 – Local 
History Study 

Changes in 
Britain from the 
Stone Age to 
the Iron Age. 
 
Achievements 
of Ancient 
Egypt – In 
Depth. 
 
 
Whole School, 
Summer 2 – 
Local History 
Study 

Ancient Greece 
– Study of 
Ancient Greek 
life, 
achievements 
and their 
influence on the 
Western World. 
 
The Roman 
Empire and its 
impact on 
Britain. 
 
 
Whole School, 
Summer 2 – 
Local History 
Study 

Britain’s 
settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons 
and the Vikings. 
 
The Viking and 
Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the 
Kingdom of 
England to the 
time of Edward 
the Confessor 
 
A study of the 
Mayan & 
Aztecs 
civilization 
Circa AD 900. 
 
Whole School, 
Summer 2– 
Local History 
Study 

Studies of 
aspects or 
themes in 
British history 
that extends 
pupil’s 
chronological 
knowledge 
beyond 1066: 
WW2.  
 
A 
change in an 
aspect of social 
history e.g. 
Crime & 
Punishment, 
Leisure & 
Entertainment 
up to the 
present day. 
 
Whole School, 
Summer 2 – 
Local History 
Study 



Connections 
and Historical 
Links   

Toy story/ 
Transport 

 

Homes – from caves 
to high-rises 
Kings and Queens/ 
Lords and Ladies.   

Ancient Egypt/ 
Britain through the 
ages (Ice, Stone, 
Iron)  
 
Children to 
understand and 
appreciate that the 
Stone Age (8,000 
B.C to 43 AD) and 
Ancient Egypt 
(3500 B.C to 30 
AD) are concurrent 
events. 

Ancient 
Greece/The 
Romans  
 
Children to 
understand that 
the Roman 
Empire signified 
the end of 
Egyptians and 
Iron Age. Also, 
the Roman 
invasion of 
Britain and the 
ending of the 
Iron Age in 
Britain. 
 
Explicit links to 
Rome and Greece 
and how they 
existed in similar 
time frames. 

The Aztecs and 
The Maya/ 
The Anglo-
Saxons and The 
Vikings   
 
Children to 
understand that 
the Fall of Rome 
coincides with 
Anglo-Saxons 
settlements 
before Viking 
invasions. 
Local Yorkshire 
links to both 
Anglo-Saxons 
and Vikings to be 
established. 
 
A link between 
Egyptians’ work 
back in Y3 and 
drawing 
similarities and 
differences 
between the 
Mayans and 
Aztecs. 

WW2 / Empire 
 
Focus upon a 
specific aspect of 
historical 
knowledge, 
linking it to 
themes such as: 
Empires. 
 
Make sure to 
draw links 
between as many 
previously taught 
areas of history 
e.g. Mayans, 
Egyptians, 
Romans etc.  



Interpretations 
of History  

Extracting  
To find answers 
to simple 
questions about 
the past from 
sources of 
information. 

Extracting  
To identify different 
ways that the past 
can be represented 
e.g. videos, 
photographs, 
artefacts.  
 
 
 
 
Interrogating 
To compare two 

given sources of a 
specific past event.  

Extracting  
To use 2 or more 
different sources, 
media or artefacts 
to piece together 
information about 
a period of history 
that is being 
studied.  
 
To identify and 
discuss reasons for 
different ways that 
the past is 
represented.  
 
Interrogating 
and interpreting 
To bring different 
sources together 
and discuss 
similarities and 
differences. 
 
To use this 
understanding to 
infer what a 
certain period of 
time was like and 
to begin to create 

Extracting  
Investigate 
primary & 
secondary 
sources and 
explain the 
differences 
between these 
two types.  
 
Interrogating 
and 
interpreting 
To begin to 
evaluate how 
useful different 
sources are.  
 
Drawing parallels 
and bringing 
together sources 
to be able to 
infer what life 
may have been 
like whilst 
understand that 
primary sources 
hold a greater 
significance than 

Extracting  
Investigate and 
understand two 
different versions 
of a similar event 
and compare and 
contrast these. 
 
Interrogating 
and 
interpreting 
To compare 
different 
accounts of 
history acquired 
from a range of 
sources and 
understand their 
validity.  
 
To begin to 
understand that 
some sources 
may be bias (fact 
and fiction).  

Extracting  
To gather 
information from 
a wide range of 
sources. 
 
Interrogating 
and 
interpreting 
To consider and 
evaluate the 
accuracy of 
different sources. 
To understand 
that some 
sources may be 
bias.   
 
To formulate 
conclusions using 
source work.  



 

 

 

their own 
interpretation of 
time.  

secondary 
sources. 
 

Historical 
Enquiry 

To talk about 
significant events 
from their own 
lives and living 
memory.  
 

To explore and 
question objects from 
the past.  
 
 

To begin to ask 
more detailed 
questions about 
the past using 
who, what, how, 
where and why.  
 
To find answers to 
these questions by 
using research. 
(Extracts, 
photographs, videos 
and the internet)   
 
 

To further 
develop the 5 
W’s of historical 
questioning and 
enquiry and ask 
how questions. 
 

To develop 
questioning 
relating to the 
cause of historical 
events and the 
effects they had. 
  

To use research 
to create 
conclusions to 
explain the 
significance of 
specific events. 
 
To use prior 
knowledge of the 
past to support 
these conclusions. 
  
To develop 
questioning 
relating to the 
cause of 
historical events 
and the impact 
they have had. 
  
 


